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WHAT WILL WE BE READING TOMORROW? 

THE FUTURE OF LITERATURE 
 

Some years ago, listening to the noises in a London Tube train, you would hear the rustle of book and newspaper pages 
turning. Today, you will hear electronic beeps, as more people read digital books and newspapers on mobile phones, e-
readers and iPads. E-readers are a “must-have” for the modern British reader. The Kindle has been Amazon.com’s 
bestseller for over two years and is the most-wished-for and most-gifted item on the website – it also has the most five-
star reviews. With mobile phones and other portable electronic devices capable of carrying whole libraries, people are 
moving away from traditional printed books and joining the digital revolution. What does this mean for modern British 
literature? E-books are cheaper and easier to publish than printed books. Struggling authors no longer have to wait to be 
‘discovered’; instead, they can publish their own books through the Internet. Even the biggest bookseller, Amazon.com, 
has developed its own software to help authors self-publish. This self-publishing trend means that more authors than ever 
before can publish and readers are not limited to the books they find in bookshops or libraries. Many authors offer their 
digital work for free or at a low price to attract new readers and develop a fan base. The publishing industry is concerned 
that it is difficult to control the quality of the works being published. If writers offer their work free, how will traditional 
booksellers ever make a profit? Successful British crime writer Stephen Leather combines a traditional publishing deal with 
a second career publishing ebook for as little as 49p each. Stephen not only makes a profit on his e-book sales (he can sell 
over 2,000 books a day, making over £11,000 a month), but he also encourages readers to read his traditional printed 
books. Stephen’s approach is increasingly common and many established print authors also write specifically for digital 
download. There are many media stories about authors who have been overlooked by traditional publishers becoming 
wealthy through self-publishing. Young British authors Louise Voss and Mark Edwards had been rejected by several 
publishers and nearly given up trying to get their thrillers published. After lots of hard work to develop interest in their e-
book versions, their books became profitable Amazon bestsellers. Despite this boom in online self-publication, digital 
publications only account for around 6% of the titles sold in the UK. However, this percentage is growing rapidly and the 
UK Publishers Association predicts that digital sales will boom. The UK is famously multicultural, and this has had a 
significant effect on English Literature. Publishers want authors who can appeal to modern British readers who have been 
brought up in a multicultural society. Stephen Kelman’s first novel, Pigeon English, attracted the attention of critics when 
he wrote about immigration and integration through the unusual characters of an 11- year-old Ghanian boy-detective and 
a talking pigeon! Stephen’s novel is influenced by his own childhood on a multicultural housing estate. Through the 
Internet and cheap travel, people can experience different national cultures for themselves. In the UK, there is great 
demand for literature from different countries to be translated into English. The late Stieg Larsson’s The Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo (part of the millennium trilogy) has sold millions of copies around the world including many in the UK. It 
will be interesting to see how reading foreign books might influence the UK’s future authors. The language of immigrants 
also influences how the British express themselves. The diversity is reflected in modern English literature, which has a 
much more relaxed approach to writing than previous generations would have allowed. This is a time when the rule book 
has been thrown out the window and if an author wants to use a talking pigeon as a key character in his book and he can 
make it work, the audience will love it. There is a feeling of optimism about modern English Literature. Writers are 
enjoying using new technology to connect with bigger audiences. There are no rules, and young writers are exploring new 
ways of writing using the language that they hear in their daily lives. The image of a struggling writer trying to get 
published is fading as writers take control and find their own ways of getting their writing to the reading public.  

(Adapted from GO! ENGLISH Magazine N.17, 2012. p. 8-11) 
 
After reading the text, answer the following questions. Choose the best alternative. There is only one correct answer.  
 
31)According to the text, analyse the following statements and then mark the correct answer. I. E-readers are something 
necessary for the modern British reader. 
 II. Many authors offer their digital work for free or at a low price to attract new readers. 
 III. Literature from different countries hasn’t been accepted to be translated into English in UK. 
 IV. The use of new technology is enjoying the writers because it connects them with bigger audience.  
a) Statements I, II and IV are correct  
b) All the statements are correct.  
c) Only statement II is correct.  
d) Statements I and IV are wrong  
e) Statements II and III are not correct. 
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32)Based on the reading of the text, mark the only incorrect alternative.  
a) Mobile phones and other portable electronic devices can carry whole libraries.  
b) Many authors offer their digital books to develop a fan base.  
c) Authors self-publish can use the software developed by Amazon.com.  
d) E-books are more expensive and harder to publish than printed books.  
e) Through the Internet people can experience different national cultures for themselves. 
 
33)In “Struggling authors no longer have to wait to be ‘discovered’; instead, they can publish their own books through the 
Internet.” We can conclude that:  
a) Now struggling authors have to wait to be ‘discovered’ because they cannot publish their own books through the 
Internet, they can only print their books.  
b) There are more authors than ever before publishing and readers are not limited to find the books printed or digital.  
c) Struggling authors have been rejected by publishers to get their books published through any media.  
d) Authors have to fight for having their books published, so readers are limited to the books they find in bookshops or 
libraries.  
e) Only successful authors can have their books published, and readers are encouraged to buy the traditional printed 
books.  
 
34)According to the text the only correct statement is:  
a) No successful British writers are interested in having a second career to publish e-books.  
b) The reading of foreign books won’t influence the UK’s future authors. 
 c) The old generations have allowed a relaxed approach to writing in English literature.  
d) Young writers are trying to follow rules to have their books published.  
e) The publishing industry is worried about the control of quality of the works that are being published.  
 
35)The word ‘struggling’ in ‘struggling authors or struggling writers’ means people that:  
a) work using electronic devices.  
b) write in poor conditions  
c) fight for something.  
d) have no qualities of writing. 
 e) translate into English.  
 
36)In “There are many media stories about authors who have been overlooked by traditional publishers becoming wealthy 
through self-publishing” the words overlooked and wealthy can be substituted by:  
a) observed – healthy  
b) overseen – richer  
c) thought – healthier  
d) unnoticed - rich  
e) considered – costly  
 
37)The word despite in “Despite this boom in online self-publication, digital publications only account for around 6% of 
the titles sold in the UK” is used to indicate:  
a) Addition of a point in the sentence.  
b) Contrast of points in the sentence.  
c) Development of a point in the context.  
d) The explanation of a reason.  
e) The starting point of a sentence. 
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GENERATION Y in debt 

 
Whether you call them Generation Y or Millennial, the young Americans born between 1977 and 2002, have many things 
in common. Some say they have too much confidence or that they don’t hesitate to express their opinions. Others know 
this generation as optimistic and open to change. But everyone would agree that the 50 million Americans that make up 
Generation Y have one huge problem: massive debt. Rachel, 29-year-old social media manager, had a lot of debt, but not 
just from shopping. Her debt came from student loans, too. “My total student loans came to $ 40,000. I went to graduate 
school, so I consider myself lucky that it is that low,” she said. This generation is the first in a century that will be in a worse 
financial situation than their parents, due to a combination of overspending, massive student loans and the recession. Job 
insecurity, stagnant salaries, rapid price inflation and minimum savings have also contributed to the problem. According to 
author and generational speaker Carl Eeman, “A lot of the situation comes from the collapse of the middle class in the last 
years associated with a persistent increase in university costs that started in the 1980s.” This has led to some unpleasantly 
surprising facts about this generation. For example, only 61% of Millennials have health insurance. Thirty-seven percent of 
them did not have sufficient work during the recession. The average Millennial has more than three credit cards and more 
than $ 10,000 of credit card debt, in addition to student loan debt. Chad, a real estate tax advisor, obtained bachelor’s 
degrees in history and Russian, plus a law degree and an MBA. It cost him $ 200,000 in student loans. Somehow, he 
remains optimistic that “education is worth its weight in gold.” The economy, however, has made it difficult to find a job 
with the high salary that he merits. “The economy has been depressed for so long that my company has not paid me a fair 
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market salary since 2007,” he explains, “but there are no other jobs, so it’s the best position I can find at the moment.” 
Although the recession and student loans account for part of the problem, so do bad financial decisions. Many Millennials 
have not correctly managed their money. Some tried to create their own businesses, using credit companies as a source of 
funds. “When I decided to start my own business, I financed it with my credit card,” recounts Catherine, a 23-year-old 
recent university graduate. “Now the business is dissolved and I am left with a ton of debt. If I didn’t pay $ 600 a month to 
my credit company, I could save for retirement or a trip.” Others used their credit cards just to buy things. Rachel gathered 
$25,000 of credit card debt on “clothes, restaurants and just the fun stuff people spend their disposable income on. I 
wasn’t buying designer clothes, but lunch and pair of shoes easily costs more than $100. It adds up. This ‘buy now, pay 
later’ attitude characterizes Generation Y. They have not been careful with their spending. As they don’t see their money 
disappear with each purchase, it is easy to wake up one day with thousands of dollars of debt, just like Rachel did. The 
huge debt, combined with a difficult job market, has led some Millennials to face reality and start managing their money 
better. Rachel consolidated all her bills to be able to make a single payment and reduce interest, for example. Catherine 
uses online services to manage money and created weekly spending plans. As difficult as it may be to believe, the 
Millennials generally remain optimist about the future, imagining they will be debt-free.  

(Adapted from GO! ENGLISH Magazine N.12, 2010. p. 6-7) 
After reading the text, answer the following questions. Choose the best alternative. There is only one correct answer.  
 
46) The main purpose of this article is:  
a) Advice Generation Y to save all their money.  
b) Discuss the fact that Generation Y has massive debts.  
c) Argue about the fact that Generation Y is really optimistic.  
d) Complain that Generation Y is unemployed.  
e) Justify why they don’t pay their bills on time.  
 
47) What are the causes mentioned in the text for Generation Y’s massive debts?  
a) They have too much confidence and optimism. 
 b) They are in a worse financial situation than their parents and are at the university.  
c) Only 61% of Millennials have health insurance and they don’t work.  
d) Their debts are due to a combination of overspending, massive student loans and recession.  
e) They use their credit card to buy things and have fun.  
 
48)What attitude below characterizes Generation Y?  
a) Buy now, pay now. 
 b) Manage their money better.  
c) Buy now, pay later.  
d) Always save money.  
e) Buy only food and shoes. 
  
49)According to the text we can say that Generation Y:  
a) Have not correctly managed their money trying to create their own business.  
b) Have been careful with their spending and wake up with thousand of dollars.  
c) Have spent their money with online services and other stuffs.  
d) Have not spent any money in the last few years.  
e) Have been studying economy to manage their money.  
 
50)“Education is worth its weight in gold” means that:  
a) Education is as expensive as gold.  
b) Education is not so expensive.  
c) Education is in the world.  
d) Education is something hard.  
e) Education is as valued as gold.  
 
51)In “The economy, however, has made it difficult to find a job with the high salary that he merits.” The word however 
expresses:  
a) Addition  
b) Contrast  

c) Cause  
d) Condition  

e) Result  

 
52)Find in the text the sentences below. Then indicate the sentences that have the adjectives in the comparative of 
superiority:  
I “I went to graduate school, so I consider myself lucky that it is that low.”(line 6) 
 II This generation is the first in a century that will be in a worse financial situation than their parents.(line 8)  
III …“but there are no other jobs, so it’s the best position I can find at the moment. (line 22) 
 IV The huge debt, combined with a difficult job market, has led some Millennials to face reality and start managing their 
money better. (line 34)  
V As difficult as it may be to believe, the Millennials generally remain optimist about the future, imagining they will be 
debt-free. (line 37)  
a) I and IV  
b) I and V  

c) II and III  
d) II, IV  

e) III and V 
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