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HOMELESS IN AMERICA (Medicina UNIGRANRIO - 2014.1 segunda etapa) 

We hear lots of stories from the United States about poor people who work hard and, finally, become 

rich and successful. But many people in “the land of opportunity” can’t even afford a place to live: the 

homeless.  

The National Coalition for the Homeless says “3.5 million Americans experience homelessness in one 

year.” Almost a quarter of all people, that receive homeless support services, are children. Some people are 

homeless for years, others temporarily. Three-quarters of homeless people are single men, but the number of 

homeless families has increased dramatically.  

As many as one third of the homeless people are military veterans. Many former veterans find it hard 

to re-enter civilian life. Soldiers returning from war zones might also suffer from Post-traumatic Stress 

Disorder, which can cause long-lasting psychological problems. Other common causes of homelessness are 

mental illness, drug or alcohol addiction, or being old and alone. Natural disasters make people homeless too. 

Hurricane Sandy in October destroyed thousands of houses in eastern states.  

But more and more Americans are becoming homeless for economic reasons. U.S. unemployment is 

7.3 per cent and 15 per cent of the population is officially poor. Many have lost their jobs in the global 

financial crisis since 2008 and lost their homes to foreclosures. This means that they can’t pay the mortgage 

on their house, and the bank takes possession of it, leaving them out in the cold. Even people with jobs can’t 

find accommodation they can afford. Wages have declined while the cost of housing has risen. Over 32 million 

Americans who don’t have health insurance are at a high risk for financial disaster, too. Imagine their 

catastrophe if they suddenly need an operation, can’t work for several weeks, or develop a chronic illness.  

President Obama has allocated $1.5 billion to a Homeless Prevention Fund with the aim of ending 

homelessness in the U.S. in 10 years. When it takes effect in 2014, his Affordable Care Act will also help 

prevent poverty and homelessness by ensuring that all Americans have health insurance. But, as positive as 

this can sound, funds are scarce and thousands of individuals and families still struggle to survive. Publicly-

funded programs, non-profit organizations, churches and private initiatives do what they can. Homeless 

shelters offer beds, showers, hot meals, laundry facilities and social services.  

Some homeless people have more than one low-paying job at the same time. Some beg, some 

perform music, or other entertainment on the street for money. And homeless people in all major cities create 

and sell “street newspapers” containing articles on poverty and homelessness.  

(Adapted from Speak Up Magazine N.314, 2013. p. 18) 

46) After reading the text, we can concluded that:  
a) The greatest number of homeless people is caused by mental illnesses.  
b) The most important cause of people living on streets in the U.S. is Natural disasters.  
c) People that have low-paying jobs are not homeless in the U.S.  
d) The number of homeless people in the land of opportunity is increasing dramatically.  
e) President Obama has already allocated enough money to prevent homelessness. 
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47) The sentence that corresponds to the biggest group of homeless people in America.  
a) Almost a quarter of all people receiving homeless support services are children.  
b) Three-quarters of homeless people are single men.  
c) As many as one-third of the homeless are military veterans.  
d) 15 per cent of the population is officially poor.  
e) Over 32 million Americans who don’t have health insurance are at high risk for financial disaster, too.  
 
48) What do the homeless people do to get some money?  
a) All Americans have health insurance.  
b) They go to homeless shelters.  
c) Publicly-funded programs, non-profit organizations do what they can do.  
d) They go to social services in some homeless shelters. 
e) They beg, perform music or other entertainment on the street for money. 
 
49) The sentence that has a conjunction introducing contrast.  
a) But many people in “the land of opportunity” can’t even afford a place to live: the homeless. b) Many have 
lost their jobs in global financial crisis since 2008 and lost their homes to foreclosures.  
c) Even people with jobs can’t find accommodation they can afford.  
d) Imagine their catastrophe if they suddenly need an operation.  
e) When it takes effect in 2014, his Affordable Care Act will also help prevent poverty and homelessness by 
ensuring that all Americans have health insurance.  
 
50) Select the best translation for the sentence: “Many former veterans find it hard to re-enter civilian life”.  
a) Muitos ex-combatentes formados encontram a dura entrada na vida civil.  
b) Muitos veteranos que são formados acham difícil ter uma vida civil renovada.  
c) Muitos ex-combatentes acham que é muito difícil o reingresso na vida civil. 
d) Muitos tipos de veteranos encontram dificuldade na vida de cidadão.  
e) Muitos veteranos típicos encontram a dificuldade de viver a vida de um cidadão recém-chegado.  
 
51) Mark the only alternative that presents the correct reference for the underlined word in “Soldiers returning 
from war zones might also suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, which can cause long-lasting 
psychological problems.  
a) Soldiers  
b) War zones  
c) cause  
d) Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder  
e) Psychological problems  
 
52) The underlined words in “But, as positive as this can sound, funds are scarce and thousands of individuals 
and families still struggle to survive”, can be changed without any difference in meaning.  
a) heard / try  
b) seem /move  
c) express / fight  
d) be / go 
e) seem / fight 
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MAN SUDDENLY SEES THE START OF THE UNIVERSE (prova 25/5/14) 

The quest to understand reality takes a great leap backwards 

 In the beginning was the word and the word was “inflation”. That is no blasphemy. It is, rather, a 

celebration of human curiosity, ingenuity and bloody-minded persistence in the quest to try to find out how 

the universe actually works.  

No one yet knows how the universe came into existence. Those who believe it was created by God are 

as free today as they were a week ago to continue in that belief, as are those who think the whole thing is the 

chance result of a quantum fluctuation in the nothingness beforehand. But results of a study of the early 

universe using BICEP2, a telescope located near the South Pole, where the air is thin and isolation keeps 

equipment clean, suggest what happened very shortly afterwards.  

These findings, announced on March 17th, 2014, are of signs of primordial gravitational waves. They 

confirm the theory, debated among astrophysicists for three decades that within a trillionth of a trillionth of a 

trillionth of a second of the moment it began the universe got bigger. Immensely bigger. A volume of space 

that started off no larger than an atom in the pre-inflation universe would, after inflation, have been about the 

size of the solar system.  

Apart from the absolute amazement of this claim, the BICEP2 team’s discovery is important for three 

reasons. By confirming inflation it explains why the universe still exists – since it was inflation which stopped it 

fluctuating back into the emptiness. By confirming the existence of gravitational waves, it supports Einstein’s 

general theory of relativity, which predicts them. And by linking gravitational waves with inflation it provides a 

chink through which physicists can peer to try to solve one of their field’s biggest mysteries: why general 

relativity, which has passed every test applied to it, cannot be reconciled with quantum theory, which has also 

passed every test applied to it.  

Quantum theory is the theory of small things. It describes electromagnetism and two less-familiar 

forces that operate at the scale of atomic nuclei. Relativity theory is the theory of big things. It describes the 

force of gravity. Since inflation is the way the universe made the transition from small to big, it is a good place 

to look for the missing link. 

 (Adapted from THE ECONOMIST, March 22nd, 2014) 

After reading the text, answer the following questions according to it. Choose the best alternative, just one 

answer is correct.  

46) The sentence that justifies the title “Man suddenly sees the start of the universe” is…. 
 a) In the beginning was the word and the word was “inflation”. 
 b) No one yet knows how the universe came into existence.  
c) Those who believe it was created by God are as free today as they were a week ago to continue in that 
belief.  
d) The chance result of a quantum fluctuation in the nothingness beforehand.  
e) A volume of space that started off no larger than an atom in the pre-inflation universe would, after inflation, 
have been about the size of the solar system.  
 
47) The three reasons why the BICEP2 team’s discovery is important:  
a) Confirming inflation, explaining why the universe still exists, confirming the existence of gravitational waves.  
b) By confirming inflation, by confirming the existence of gravitational waves, by linking gravitational waves 
with inflation.  
c) It explains why the universe still exists, it was inflation which stopped it fluctuating back into the emptiness, 
and it supports Einstein’s general theory of relativity.  
d) The gravitational waves, Einstein’s theory, relativity theory.  
e) Stops the fluctuating back into the emptiness, physicists can peer and can solve the biggest problems 
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48)After reading the text, we can concluded that:  
a) Quantum theory describes the missing link.  
b) Relativity theory describes the way the universe made transition from small to big.  
c) General relativity has passed every test tests about BICEP2 discovery.  
d) There is a link between relativity theory and quantum theory.  
e) Quantum theory operates the atomic nuclei. 
 
49) Mark the only alternative that presents the correct reference for the underlined word in “They confirm the 
theory, debated among astrophysicists…” (3rd paragraph)  
a) These findings  
b) Gravitational waves 
c) Astrophysicists  
d) Decades  
e) Signs 
 
50) According to the 2nd paragraph, it is true:  
a) There are too many theories about the origin of the universe  
b) The studies with BICEP2 prove that God creates the universe  
c) If you believe God creates the universe you are free to continue in that belief.  
d) A week ago everybody believes God created the universe.  
e) Everybody believes the universe is a result of a quantum fluctuation. 
 
51) In “The quest to understand reality takes a great leap backwards”, the word QUEST means: a) Somebody 
that solves a problem.  
b) A doubt  
c) A questionnaire  
d) A long search for something that is difficult to find.  
e) A question expressing doubt. 
 
52)The correct verb form that completes the following sentence.  
Physicists ____________ to solve the mystery of the beginning of the universe for ages.  
a) tried  
b) has tried  
c) had tried  
d) are trying  
e) have been trying 
 

 


